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May 1 Sunday
10 am - noon Walter Carlson Memorial Fishing Derby, kids 
catch stocked trout and eat a fun lunch at the Royalston Fish and 
Game Club.  Registration begins at 9 a.m.  Members free; others $2.

May 2 Monday
10 am Preschool Playgroup at the library.   Stories, snacks and 
socializing for tots and their adults.  Continues Mondays .

6 - 7 pm      last drop-in Zumba class this season at Town Hall.   
Thank you to Kristen Killay for leading this very popular and de-
mographically diverse exercise class.   Tai Chi continues at 6 pm 
at the Town Hall on Tuesdays.  Both are sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library. 

May 3 Tuesday
2:51 a.m.      New Flower Moon

  May 4   Wednesday
9 am May Day Celebration; the community is invited to the  
Village School to watch students dance and weave ribbons around 
a traditional May pole and Morris dancers wake the Earth and 
drive out winter. All will be encouraged to sing in the spring.  

May 6 Friday
7 pm Town Meeting at RCS 

May 8  Sunday  Mother’s Day

May 12 Thursday
3:45 Friends of the Library 2011 Annual Meeting;  elect of-
ficers, make plans, support the library and enjoy rhubarb squares. 

May 13 Friday
6 pm Family Games Night at RCS.  Free and fun. 
6 pm Monty Tech Battle of the Bands

7 pm  Athol Royalston Education Foundation’s father-
daughter dance at Athol Town Hall.  

Tix for the dance ($20/couple in 
advance, $25 at the door and  $5 
for each additional girl) avail-
able at  RCS, Bruce’s Browser, 
Generations Salon, and Kimball-
Cooke Ins. Money raised is used 
for enrichment activities in our 
schools. A-REF grants which 
have benefitted Royalston kids 

lately include the funding of visits 
by a graphic novelist and poet, hip-hop 

dance instruction, a class set of telescopes, 
the multicultural fest and two drama clubs. 

Calendar of Events
May 14  Saturday
7 pm The Follies   “talent” show at  
Town Hall.  Call Lorraine for $10 tickets: 
978-249-5151.  To sign up to perform, call 
Jim:  978-544-1052.  Cash bar. Lots of fun! 

May 17 Tuesday
7:09 am  Full Flower Moon
7 pm Selectboard meeting at town hall

May 20 Friday
10:30 am and 7 pm The Village School annual original 
play,  The Misery of the Mills,  at the Royalston Town Hall    Based 
on a year long study of the Industrial Revolution, the 4th-6th grade 
has written an original script, which it produces and performs in 
an action-packed, performance.  The set is created by the students, 
and the young actors also sing and play music.  This year’s play is 
focused on mill life in Lowell, including child labor and workers’ 
rights.  It’s relevant today.  Everyone is welcome.  Free; donations 
are accepted to defray production costs.  

May 25 Wednesday
7:30 p.m. “All Abuzz” Ladies’ Bee-nevolent Society program on 
honeybees at the home and apiary of Deb and Joe Nunes. 

May 30  Monday
2 pm Memorial Day exercises on the center Common.  Town-
wide post-parade luncheon at 3 p.m. in the Town Hall.  To donate 
a dish, contact Kathy L. Pirro at 978-249-9774.

Save the date:
June 11 Saturday
Saturday Morning on Royalston Common  from  7:30 to 11:00 
a.m.. Pancakes, silent auction, plant sale,* book sale and more. 
*The Friends are once again humbly asking for donations of 
plants, so please  pot up those thinnings and extras.

June 18 Saturday
1 pm - 10 pm  Library’s 100th Anniversary celebration

July 9 Saturday
Congregational Church Fair   

August 20 Saturday
Chili Cook off and giant yard sale to benefit the Royalston  250th 
anniversary celebration.
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Town Meeting May 6 at RCS
What’s on the Warrant?
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  The annual town meeting will con-
vene at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 6 at the Royalston Community 
School to decide how  tax dollars will be spent.  There are thirty 
articles on the warrant and an additional $1,673,655 in depart-
mental budget requests for the fiscal year 2012.  The usual articles 
delegating authority, revolving accounts, audit, and clean up of 
abandoned properties are all on the warrant in addition to several 
articles concerning the Sewage treatment plant and the sewer en-
terprise fund.  There are two requests for expenditures from the 
Community Preservation Fund: cleaning and restoration of two oil 
paintings at the Phinehas S. Newton Library and restoration of the 
fence at Hillside Cemetery .  Other requests include:  the capi-
tal purchase of grounds maintenance equipment, the first yearly 
payment of a four-year lease on a SUV for the police department, 
structural firefighting entry gear,  a hydrant assist valve and a turbo 
draft fire eductor for the fire department, a four-wheel drive pick 
up truck and plow for the highway department, paving of the town 
hall parking lot, as well as high and low water and high and low 
temperature alarms in the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  

You pay the taxes. If you want to have a say in how your money is 
spent, show up and vote.  

Memorial Day Committee 
Plans are underway for this year’s Memorial Day exercises on 
Monday, May 30, beginning on the center common at 2 p.m.  Any-
one willing to volunteer some time to help place flags on veterans’ 
graves should give Brenda L. Putney a call at 978-249-7787.  To 
provide a dish to pass at the town-wide post-parade luncheon at 3 
p.m. in the Town Hall, contact Kathy L. Pirro at 978-249-9774.

Assessors’ Notes
Stephen Chase
The second half of the fiscal year 2011 tax bills have been mailed. 
This is the “actual” bill which reflects the new tax rate and any 
changes in your valuation.  

If you wish to contest your assessment refer to the info on the 
back of the bill. Abatement applications must be received within 
30 days of mailing (mine is postmarked “Apr 23”) NOT the pay-
ment due date  6/6/2011 as posted on the bill. 

Forms of List have been inserted with the bills for those with per-
sonal property accounts. They are also due within 30 days of mail-
ing or you will forfeit your right to appeal that assessment.

Exemption applications for seniors, veterans and surviving spous-
es are due within 3 months of the postmark date. 

The Assessors meet every 1st and 3rd Wed. at Whitney Hall 978-
249-0337

Unsure what happens or how to participate in 
Town Meeting?  DVD with answers available
If you have ever wondered what your role in Town Meeting is as 
a resident,  what the Moderator’s job is, or what the difference 
between an article and a motion is, a new movie at the library may  
answer those and many other questions about Town Meeting.  The 
DVD, ‘Town Meeting and You,’ produced by the Massachusetts 
Moderators’ Association, explains the history of town meetings, 
Proposition 2 1⁄2 , warrants, procedures, issues, and participants’ 
roles in separate chapters that may be watched individually or in 
its entirety.  This, like other movies at the Phinehas Newton  Li-
brary, may be borrowed for one week.

Board of Selectman and Selectwomens’ Corner
Linda Alger, chair
Welcome and congratulations to Chris Long, newly elected Se-
lectperson.

The Select Board and the Financial Advisory Committee have 
been working diligently on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant. 
Town meeting scheduled for May 6, 2011, at the Royalston Com-
munity School. 
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CPC - Community Preservation Committee
Marsha Charest
The committee is presenting two articles for the town warrant.  One 
is to replace the cemetery fence at Hillside Cemetery.  The project 
would install a white picket fencing that would bring the appear-
ance back to its original condition.  The second is for the cleaning 
and restoration of two oil-on-wood paintings of the Estabrooks.  
The Estabrook family was prominent in business and civic activi-
ties and the portraits reside in the Phinehas S. Newton Library.

The committee meets the 2nd Monday of each month, 7:00 p.m. 
in the Town Hall and encourages anyone to submit an applica-
tion at any time for projects dealing with Open Space, Recreation, 
Historic Preservation or Community Housing.   Applications and 
information can be found at the library, post offi ce or country 
store.  Questions may be emailed to cpa@royalston-ma.gov or you 
may contact anyone of the committee members; Maureen Blasco, 
Celt Grant, Kimberly MacPhee, Geoff Newton, Chris Long, Jack 
Morse, Roland Hamel or Marsha Charest.

Town 250th Anniversary Committee: 
summer events planned

Board of Health News
Phil Leger, chair
The Board of Health would like to thank everyone who partici-
pated in the roadside clean-up, especially “Checkpoint” Charlie 
Scribner, long-time coordinator. 

Residents do not have to wait for the annual roadside clean-up to 
keep their neighborhoods litter free. If there is  trash, pick it up.
Beer cans and fast food containers make up the majority of the 
trash. If it is a larger item such as tv’s or furniture, bring it in to 
the transfer station and speak to the attendant. If it is legitimate
roadside trash, we will take it in. If anyone sees someone throwing 
or dumping trash, get the license plate if possible and description 
of vehicle and call it in to the police department. Together, we can 
make our town cleaner. Again, thanks  to all that pick up roadside 
trash and litter.

New windshield stickers should be in soon. Reminder, new wind-
shield stickers are due by July 1st. 

The BOH is considering opening one friday a month July through 
December. We are considering the fourth friday of the month from 
1-4pm. Saturday hours would not change. Please let the attendants 
or board members know if one thinks this is a good idea.

Follies

THE

ROYALSTON
THE

ROYALSTON

Royalston Town Hall
Saturday, May 1 4, 7:00 pm

Brought to you by the Royalston Cultural Council

$10 tickets
Still accepting Acts! 

Get yours together and call Jim at 978-575-1052. 
For tickets call Lorraine at 978-249-5151.

CASH
BAR

Tickets for the Second of Three 120 Club Series will be hitting 
the streets May 5, according to Celebrations Committee organizer 
Geoff Newton.  Those who purchased tickets the fi rst round will be 
given the opportunity to keep their ticket number; those who did 
not have a ticket before can contact Geoff at 978-249-3726 to be 
added to the list for the upcoming drawing.  

Upcoming events include a roast beef supper on June 25th, a chili 
cook off and fl ea market on August 20, and an all local foods din-
ner in early fall.  If you’d like to help with any of these events, 
please call Geoff Newton.

Luncheon Club & COA
Betty Woodbury of the Council on Aging reports the “Meals on 
Wheels” program is conducting a fundraising walk on Saturday, 
May 7, in Turners’ Falls. Sponsors will donate to walkers who will 
support the program by walking three miles (fl at track) from 8 a.m. 
– 11 a.m. that morning. Walkers and donors are always needed, 
and both may contact Betty at 978-249-9656.  Meals-on-Wheels 
provides hot, nutritious meals, delivered on a regular basis to el-
ders who are either confi ned to home or unable to cook for them-
selves. 

Royalston’s Council on Aging hosts weekly “Royalston Luncheon 
Club” meetings, which feature hot cooked dinners Wednesdays 
at 11 a.m. in the Royalston Town Hall for those who are able to 
travel to the handicapped accessible building 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Meals are $2 for seniors (60+) and $2.50 for pre-seniors. Call Bet-
ty Woodbury at 978-249-9656 by Monday to reserve a seat for the 
next Wednesday’s meal.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Polly Longsworth, Lisa Freden, Barbara Guiney
Mondays: 10:00 am- 8:30 pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm

Saturdays: 9:00am - 12:noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

Thank you
Donations to the Phinehas S. Newton portrait cleaning and/or the 
100th Anniversary Celebration
Cindy and Steve Savoy 
Lian and Bill Cutting
Donation in memory of Frank Stearns and his parents, Barney 
and Ann Stearnes  -  Patricia Stearns

Art Exhibit
During May and June, paintings, carvings, and sculptures by art-
ists from Royalston will be displayed for the 100th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Library.  Those who like to have a piece of his 
or her art displayed are asked to contact the library.  Stop by and 
see the depth and breadth of talent in our small town.  

As the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the Phinehas S. Newton 
Library draws near, one realizes that this building is only one as-
pect of the long, rich history of libraries in town.  

Royalston’s first documented library, The Library Company of 
Royalston, a private library society, was started in 1778 and ex-
isted for 71 years incorporating at least two other library societies 
throughout the years, including the ‘Ladies Library.’  For a fee, 
payable in money or goods, a member had the privilege of bor-
rowing books from the collection, which was located in the home 
of the Reverend Joseph Lee.  The records of the Library Company, 
including its first catalogued record, the original hand-written ser-
mon the Reverend Joseph Lee gave in Royalston, still exist in the 
historical records of the library.  

An act by the Massachusetts legislature soon after the Library 
Company ceased operation provided a library for each school that 
could raise $250.  Five schools in town met the criteria and gained 
libraries.  

The Ladies Benevolent Society’s, spearheaded by Almira Wood-
bury (Mrs. George) worked to establish a free library for the town. 
Joseph Raymond agreed to give $250 towards the library when the 
Ladies raised an equal amount.  They easily surpassed this sum, 
raising $500 for the purchase of books.  In honor of his donation, 
the library was originally called the Raymond Library but discus-
sion at town meeting led to a name change :   the Royalston Public 
Library.   This library was housed in the Town Hall where the 
current selectboard meets.  The glassed book cases lining the back 
wall  are still filled with books.  This library in the Town Hall 
wasn’t exactly free as borrowers had to pay five cents to be able to 
borrow books.  Records also show that the librarian did not have to 
clean the room but was responsible for maintaining the fire in the 
furnace in the basement.  

Over the years, the number of books exceeded the space.  Phinehas 
S. Newton agreed to give the town $10,000 to build a new library 
if a suitable site could be found.  The Hill family, residing in what 
is now the Bundschuh residence, gave the land; the town accept-
ed the funds and construction commenced in May 1910 and was 
completed in June 1911.  The design was done by the well-known 
Fitchburg architect,  H. M. Francis  and sons.  It is almost identical 
to the Goffstown Public Library in Goffstown, New Hampshire 
and the old Lunenburg Public Library. It took several more months 
after the dedication before the library actually began operations.  
The building stands much as it did in 1911, with few changes ex-
cept for the modernization of the toilet in the bathroom, the addi-
tion of the outside lights on the building in 1954, and the removal 
of the fluorescent lights that had been added at some point to the 
original style lighting fixtures in the 1990s.  

At present there are about 15,000 items in the library compared to 
the approximately 3,000 when the library opened.  At that time, 
the two front rooms were set up as reading rooms and a museum.  
Books were housed in the back rooms and patrons had to ask to 
have the librarian retrieve a book.  The original cast iron book end/
shelf holders are still in the North room and the extras were used 
to create new shelving in the front room.  Over a thousand of the 
original books in the library exist in the current library and can be 
found on top of the tall book shelves in the back room.  It’s fun to  
peruse these books and see the names of many of the old Royalston 
families as borrowers on the cards in the back of the books.  The li-
brary today is an amalgam of the old and the new with much of the 
old retained but with state-of-the art electronic equipment gracing 
desks throughout the building and an online card catalog.  Your 
tax dollars still support the base of the library and donations and 
grants continue to fund its many programs and provide additional 
materials to the collection.  

If you haven’t stopped in to look around, don’t let another 100 
years go by.  It’s a great library with a rich community heritage.  
Take advantage of what it has to offer.  And if you aren’t sure of 
its offerings, any of us will be glad to tell you and help you find 
what you are looking for.  Here’s to another 100 years of rich 
library history.

100 Years for the Phinehas Newton Library;
233 Years for lending libraries in Royalston
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Some of the New Materials at your Library

Adult Fiction
Auel, Jean The Land of Painted Caves
Box, C.J. Cold Wind
Coben, Harlan Live Wire
Connelly, Michael The Fifth Witness
Doctorow, E.L. All the Time in the World
Evison, Jonathan West of Here
Giorello, Sibella The Mountains Bow Down
Gordon, Mary The Love of My Youth
Graham, Heather Phantom Evil
Hannah, Kristin Night Road
Kellerman, Jonathan Mystery
Leon, Donna Drawing Conclusions 
Mankell, Henning The Troubled Man
McCall Smith, A. The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party
Rice, Luanne The Silver Boat
Roberts, Nora Chasing Fire
Scottoline, Lisa Save Me
Simon, Clea Dogs Don’t Lie
Spencer-Fleming, J. One was a Soldier
Wolitzer, Meg The Uncoupling

Adult Non-Fiction
Adyashanti Falling into Grace
Belanger, Jerome Storey’s Guide to Raising Dairy Goats
Bloche, Maxwell The Hippocratic Myth
Brooks, David The Social Animal
Means, Howard Johnny Appleseed 
Murkoff, Heidi What to Expect the Second Year
Tougias, Mike AMC’s Best Day Hikes near Boston
  The Best One-dish Suppers

Children’s Fiction
Adler, David  Young Cam Jansen and the Pizza Shop Mystery
Harvey, Jayne Busy Bugs
Levine, Arthur Monday is One Day
Lowry, Lois Bless this Mouse
McDonald, Megan Cloudy with a Chance of Boys
McDonnell, Patrick Me--Jane
Modesitt, Jeanne Little Bunny’s Easter Surprise
O’Connor, Jane Explorer Extraordinaire
O’Connor, Jane Fancy Nancy
O’Connor, Jane Fancy Nancy, Aspiring Artist
Riordan, Rick Vespers Rising
Soetoro-Ng, Maya Ladder to the Moon
Children’s Non-Fiction
Drummond, Allan Energy Island
Hill, Laban Dave, the Potter
Hines, Anna Peaceful Pieces
Jenkins, Steve Time to Eat
Landau, Elaine Oil Spill!
Lyon, George All the Water in the World
Sullivan, George Tom Thumb
Winter, Jeanette The Watcher

Children’s Audiobooks
Lowry, Lois Bless this Mouse

DVDs:  Angels of a Landscape,  Barbie and the Magic of Pegasus, 
Black Swan, The Fighter, Hereafter, Inception,  Local Wood, Sweet-
grass, Tangled, The Secret of Kells, The Tourist and  Tron- Legacy

Music:
Allman, Gregg Low Country Blues
King, Albert In Session
Williams, Lucinda Blessed

You are cordially invited to the

100th Anniversary Celebration of the Phinehas S. Newton 
Library

Schedule of Events:  
1:00 p.m.- Parade from Bullock Park to the Library 
Cash prizes in these categories:  decorated vehicle including floats, bikes and strollers;  
best decorated or becostumed person; and “best in show”. 

1:30 p.m. - Speeches on the Library steps, featuring a program mirroring the 1911 dedi-
cation.  Brief  orations by politicians , a local school teacher and a businessman, as well 

as a recitation by the town poet laurreate and performance of  uplifting musical interludes are planned.

2:00 - 4:00 p. m.  - Refreshments  and Living History Re-enactment in the Library;   old-fashioned games on the Common
3:00 p.m.  -  Herbarium and field guide talk/walk
5:00 p.m. - Fire & EMS Association Chicken BBQ.  Tickets $12.00 at the Library or from any firefighter

7:30 - 10:00 p.m. Literary Ball at the Town Hall
 Come dressed as your favorite author or fictional character.   Prizes awarded.  Period music by Melanie and the Blue Shots.  
(Tickets for the Ball are free but must be reserved by contacting the library at 978-249-3572 or royalstonlibrary@gmail.com).  
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Recipe of the Month
Kristen (Monette) Killay grew up in Royalston.  She  built a house 
near her parents on Tony Rd and moved in 2008.  Her active  house-
hold includes three school aged kids, Lauren, Rachel and Brady,  
and her husband, Kevin, all of whom are pretty cute.   She ought 
to  consider running for town moderator, for as the Zumba instruc-
tor at town hall for the past 4 months, she has regularly packed-
in  more citizens than usually attend a town meeting.  Impressive, 
considering she had never danced or even heard of Zumba before 
2008 when she read an article about the latest exercise craze in 
the Boston Globe, took a class and convinced the Clark YMCA to 
let her teach.  

Twice-Baked Potatoes
4 large baking potatoes
1/2 cup crumbled cooked bacon
1 cup sour cream
1/2 cup milk
4 tablespoons butter
1/2 teaspoons salt
1/2 cup grated cheddar
1/2 teaspoon pepper
4 sliced green onions (if desired)

Bake potatoes in 350 oven for one hour.  When slightly cool, cut 
in half lengthwise.  Scoop most of the flesh into a bowl, but leave 
around 1/4 inch for structural support. In the bowl, add sour cream, 
milk, cheddar, butter, bacon, salt and pepper and mash together 
until  slightly lumpy.  Spoon mixture into potato skins.  Sprinkle 
with cheddar and green onions. Bake another 15 minutes.  

Kite Flying Day
The 2011 kite flying day at the library was the coldest and blusteri-
est ever.  A couple dozen kites, gripped with frozen fingers, with-
stood the wind.  Kids came in, consumed kite cake,  and composed 
haiku and other poems describing the experience:

My kite broke
It blew into a tree
It is very stuck. 
It won’t come down.
Maybe someday it will fall down.
Then, I’ll have it back.
Brent Nystrom

Kite Flying Day
Wind blows hair around
The Sesame Street kite crashes
Puddles splash on boots
Rhea Sawicki and Tobey Chase

My kite got stuck in the tree and
wouldn not come down.
Sydney Ayres

The Windy Day of the Kite Fly-
ing Day
Te wind was whipping
the kites were flying
They flew so high.
They touched the sky
they smashed into the ground
and twirled into trees
the wind nipped my nose and pinched my cheeks
kite flying day was
really fun.
Samantha and Elizabeth West

Today I flew kites
My kite strings broke a lot (twice).
It was very, very fun.
Hannah Bartkus

My kite wouldn’t fly.
Then, my kite flew.
Julia

My kite got stuck in a tree.
Then, my kite flew high in the sky.
Then, it wouldn’t fly.
We went inside.
  Cole

Wildlife Sightings:
The Hutchins family on Stewart Rd  had a bear or bears visit its 
bird feeders April 12th during early morning hours.  Says Carrie, 
“Birds are on their own now.”

John McLure had  a bear knock down his fence, yet again, on April 15.  

Beth Gospodarek was taking a walk   in the Royalston Academy 
conservation area on a chilly, drizzly day.  As she was precariously 
crossing a beaver dam, a young beaver swam up intently, climbed 
up the dam just a few feet away, and eyed her thoroughly before 
disappearing among the sticks and swimming away downstream. 

There was a Northern Water Snake sunning itself on NE Fitzwil-
liam Rd  in front of the Barclays on April 26.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD NEWS

Got something to crow about? Send it along to the 
RCN. Zap to chasegos@gis.net or drop at library.

Calling all graduates:  Puff up your 
pomp and give the RCN your circumstanc-
es.  Your community is proud of you.  Send 
graduation news, senior photos and future 
plans to the RCS for publication in upcom-
ing newsletters.   

Local Music Scene
Royalston-based singer/songwriter Linq is headed to New York 
City this month as one of five nominees for OutMusician of the 
Year (music + activism) in the 7th Annual OutMusic Awards Show 
sponsored by the LGBT Academy of Recording Arts (LARA).  
Category winners will be announced at the event.  This is Linq’s 
second OutMusician of the Year (music + activism) nomination, in  
2009 for “Change the Picture” and in 2010 for “Oh Bully.”  This 
year’s honorees include Melissa Etheridge (Lifetime Achievement 
Award), Cyndi Lauper (Person of the Year Award), Chely Wright 
(Vanguard Award), and Randy Jones of the Village People (Heri-
tage Award).  www.outmusicawards.com

For those that remember Ned Zebner, an interesting band that 
played open mic a few times, its guitarist and lead singer, Ned 
King, has formed the band,  LuxDeluxe which is playing the  Iron 
Horse Music Hall in Northhampton on Saturday, June 28th to cel-
ebrate the release of its new CD .  For more info, visit myspace:  
LuxDeluxetheband.  

Melanie and the Blue Shots - spring/ summer tour
Fitzwilliam Inn, Cheshire Tavern May 21st 8:30-11:30
100th anniversary of the Phinehas Newton Library dance party- 
June 18th  and Gardner Ale House, August 8th, Blues Night

50th Anniversary
 Eugene “Gene” and Nancy (Simula) Mustakan-

gas will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary on May 13th. 
Gene lived briefly in South Royalston as a very young child and 
then on Main Rd in Phillipston. He attended elementary school 
in South Royalston. Nancy lived in South Royalston for all of 
her childhood until her marriage. She also attended elementary 
school in town and graduated from Athol High School.
 
Nancy was the friendly “Avon Lady” in town for several years 
and then worked in the dietary department at Athol Hospital for 28 
years, retiring in 2007. Gene was a self-employed carpenter in the 
area, retiring several years ago.
 
Gene and Nancy have two children, daughter Christine Cormier 
and her husband Tom of town, and son Randy Mustakangas and 
his wife Kim of Baldwinville. They have five grandchildren, Ross 
and Jessica Cormier and Jason, Luke and Nicholas Mustakangas. 
Also two step-grandchildren Luke and Brooke Fletcher; and a 
great-grandson, Caleb Mustakangas.
 
Gene and Nancy will be enjoying dinner out with their children 
and grandchildren to mark the occasion. If anyone would like to 
send a card or email of congratulations, their address is:
95 Main Road / Phillipston, MA 01331 
or email  em3024@comcast.net
 

Music Review:   Nobody’s Fat
 This piano bass drum trio,  comprised of Dan Babineau of Athol 
on piano and electric keys, Joel Cameron of Athol on  acoustic & 
electric bass and Dan Vaccari on drums, was formed September 
2009.  The group  started gigging Around June 2010. Vocals by 
Katia McDougal were added  to make the quartet in September 
2010.  All studied jazz at Greenfield Community College, and that 
is basically how they met..
 
The group plays a mixture of jazz standards (the standard way and 
the Nobody’s Fat fusion way) and also plays some more electronic 
music that bounces off  techno, funk, and rock.  At a recent open 
mic, Maureen Blasco raved. “.....it reminded me of when John 
Coltrane was going off the deep end, you know? It’s great;   you’re 
keeping the music alive.” 

Catch upcoming Nobody’s Fat gigs at on June 11 at 8:30 at the 
Fitzwilliam Inn and June 25th at the Deja Brew in Wendell... or 
perhaps at your next party.  For more information, try www.no-

Kudos
Liane Brandon’s early feminist  short film Anything You Want to 
Be (1971, 8 min)  was  featured recently at the The 10th Annual 
Tribeca Film Festival  in NYC.

Mystery Fanfare:  Kathy Chencharik of River Road recently 
won the 2011 Derringer Award for Best Flash Fiction Story under 
1,000 words for her story, “The Book Signing,” which appeared 
in Thin Ice:  Crime Stories by New England Writers.  The award 
will be presented in St. Louis, Missouri in conjunction with the 
Bouchercon 2011 story panel in September.  The book is available 
to borrow from the library.  Congratulations Kathy!

Athol High School 3rd quarter academic honor roll:  
straight As - Ashley Javier
All As and Bs-  Ashley Guyer, Dylan Hall, Samantha Hutchins, 
Shelby Bronnes, Alexis Javier, Jacob Lajoie, Amber Simmington 
Amanda Bergquuist, and Michele Thompson

Grady MacPhee made High Honors at Cushing for the Winter 
Term and Owen MacPhee made the Honor Roll at RCS



Page 8  Royalston Community Newsletter May 2011

 Summer Day Camp in Royalston
Summer Programs for Children at the Village School
Go to www.villageschoolma.org  to get the PDF brochure of the 
Summer Programs, which run from July 5 to July 22, for children 
from 4 to 14.  Programs include Nature Arts and Play for ages 4-8, 
the Summer Art Intensive for ages 8 and up, and the Science and 
Art Experience, ages 8 and up.  Scholarships are available to Roy-
alston families, courtesy of Royalston Academy.

Saturday Morning on Royalston Common 
June 11 from 7:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast 7:30 to 10:30 a.m. at the Town Hall
Adults $6 Children $3  Organic blueberry pancakes and local syrup.
Spectacular Silent Auction 7:30 to 11:00 a.m.  Auction Items in-
clude original paintings, crafts, gift certificates, cordwood, maple 
syrup and lots of interesting brand new items from local farms and 
businesses.  By the end of May, the whole list of items for the auc-
tion will be posted at www.villageschoolma.org      The Auction 
and Breakfast will benefit the Village School Building project at 
Camp Caravan.  Also, the Friends of the Library have  plants for 
sale at the Post Office and a book sale at the library.
The program of events will include a tag sale, the Millers River 
Morris Men, Native American drumming and storytelling (cour-
tesy of the Royalston Cultural Council), a cake walk for children 
and lots more.

What’s Happening at the Village School 
With the return back to school from April vacation, the classes 
fanned out and sampled the local floral and fauna for Biodiversity 
Day.  One class visited Lawrence Brook, a few classes went to 
the Camp Caravan pond, and the preschoolers explored the vernal 
pool near the school.  The students also illustrated the written re-
cords of their discoveries.
The students are planting the garden, looking towards the fall har-
vest, and snacks for the summer programs.  Potatoes, sugar snap 
peas and carrots are planted now.  By June 1st, pumpkins and win-
ter squashes, cucumbers, Indian corn and more will be planted.  
All the students love being in the garden –  with the extra bonus of 
finding all kinds of interesting bugs.
The month starts with a traditional May Day celebration, May Pole 
and all, for which all the students have learned songs and dances.  
On May 20th, the annual Village School original play will be per-
formed at the Town Hall, the culmination of 2 months intensive 
work by the 4th-6th grade.  Since the 4th-6th grade studied the 
Industrial Revolution this year, the play focuses on life in the mills 
in Lowell, child labor and workers’ rights.

Openings for the next school year at the Village School
There are a few openings left in 2nd-6th grade.  Call as soon as 
possible to arrange a visit:  249-3505.

Monty Tech News - Cars
Are you into cars?  Have a classic, a muscle car, bike or antique 
you like to show off?  Monty Tech’s sixth annual “Superintendent’s 
Dust-off Car Show” is slated for Sunday, May 1 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
at Monty Tech, which is located conveniently off of Route 2, exit 25. 
There are 21 classes of vehicle,  vendors and the opportunity to meet 
some of the folks from Monty Tech’s award-winning Auto Body 
Shop.  For more details contact 978-345-9200 x 3750.  Photo cour-
tesy Mary C.  Barclay.  Pictured l-r:  Andrea Lively, Kristen  West,    
Maureen Blasco, Brenda Putney, Kim MacPhee and Nancy Bolton. 

NB.  If  you are really into vehicles, come to the library’s 
100th anniversary parade  to ogle a Kaiser roadster and 
maybe even see an Indian motorcycle humming by .  Horses will 
parade and decorated floats, bikes, strollers and wagons will  
charm the crowd.  Which vehicle will win the cash prize?  Judge 
for yourself on June 18th at 1 p.m.  The parade route is Bullock 
Park to the library. 

Idea for a float?  This was the girl scout entry in the Town 150th 
anniversary parade in 1915; it seems a little prescient of the River 
Rat theme.  Photo courtesy of  Don Richards.  Pictured l-r:  Ruth 
Wheeler, Mildred Brown, Mae Holden, Helen Holden and Farrell 
Bolton Richards.  

Games Night at RCS
On May 13, from 6 - 8 pm, families are invited to a night at night 
of board games at the Royalston community School.  Free.  Re-
freshments served.  Call 978-249-2900 for more information. 
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Ladies’ B. 
Ladies’ Benevolent Society members next meet Wednesday, May 
25 at 7:30 p.m. at the home and apiary of Squire Davis Farm, 
owned by member Deb Nunes and husband Joe. 
 

Items and commitments for the “Taste of Royalston” basket will 
also be accepted at this meeting.  This will be one of the Society’s 
major fundraising events this year, along with the second “Drive 
By Pies” sale. The group has decided to concentrate its efforts this 
year on support of the Phinehas S. Newton Library’s 100th an-
niversary and the initial fundraising efforts for the Town of Roy-
alston’s 250th Celebration, which occurs in 2015.  Contact LBS 
President Laurie M. Deveneau at lmdeveneau@msn.com or 978-
249-5807 for more information.

Royalston Fish & Game Club News 
The Royalston F&G is rapidly gearing up for the warmer weather.  
The month of May begins with the annual Walter E. Carlson Me-
morial Fishing Derby at 10 a.m. on May Day.  Archery begins at 
the club on May 2, and horseshoes, on May 3.  

The Club is open every Tuesday and Friday evening. Memberships 
may be purchased at the bar during those hours or at the Royalston 
General Store during their regular hours, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.  For more 
information on any Club events or renting the facility, contact Ma-
rie at 978-249-2836 or the Clubhouse at 978-249-3004.

Winchendon Rod & Gun 
The Winchendon R&G is open Tuesdays from 5-10 p.m.; Wednes-
days and Thursdays from 5-11 p.m.; Fridays from 5 p.m. – mid-
night and Saturdays from noon to midnight - closed Mondays.  The 
kitchen is open until 9 p.m. Fridays and 7 p.m. Saturdays, serving 
items like hamburgers, hot dogs, deep fried chicken tenders and 
fries. Also at the Winchendon R&G,, enjoy live music on specific 
Fridays; performers and dates were not available as of press time.
New members are currently being accepted. Membership is $50/
person, and for first time members who are either active or honor-
ably discharged veterans (must apply in person with military ID or 
DD214) the first year’s membership fee will be waived. Meetings 
are the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m., with board mem-
bers meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Additional information is available by 
calling the Club during business hours at 978-297-3955 or Bonnie 
McCue at 978-502-1466.

Classifieds
Help Wanted:
Looking for someone local to do yard work. Raking now, maybe 
mowing for the summer. 978-249-6847

Wanted: teenage boy to help with odd jobs and spring cleaning.  
Call Shirley at 978-249-9401.

Services available:  
Housekeeping or other odd jobs. $14/hour.   Call Kathleen Law-
rence Pirro at 978-249-9774.

Custom Sawmilling Service - Our portable mill can turn your 
logs or ours into boards, planks, or beams.  Log capacity is 36” di-
ameter 21’ long. Call for pricing: Josh Doub at (978) 724-4382 or 
Tom Musco @ Royalston Oak Timber Frames at (978) 249-9633. 
Currently have over 2000bf of nice air dried 4/4 pine and hemlock 
mostly 6”-12” wide - $0.65/bf.

Birch Hill Computers - Sales, Repairs and Parts. 978-790-7876. 
birchhillcomputers.com.

Justice of the Peace and Notary Public. Mariah Mallet 978-249-
9410.

For sale:  
Firewood - $180/170 cubic feet for green, cut, split and delivered 
locally. Bagged sawdust available.  Leave message for Jim at Put-
ney’s Mill, 978-249-3379. Email: jamesmput@yahoo.com

Grass-fed beef - Call Kathy at 978-249-4260 for prices and avail-
ability.

Gas fireplace  and wood stove:  1) $549.00 Beautiful gas fire-
place, excellent condition, purchased from Feen’s Country Liv-
ing of Leominster for $1500.  2) $649.00 Woodstove w/catylalic 
converter, works great, purchased from Feen’s for $2000.  Feen’s 
will professionally reinstall either stove anywhere you want and 
guarantee the work.   978-249-0000

Divoll’s maple syrup :  Call Randy 978-602-5583 or John 978-
894-5109.  

Dirt bike: Kids Honda 70. Runs well.. $300. 978-249-0358
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North Quabbin Garden Club
Thursday, February 17, 2011 7 p.m.
Millers River Environmental Center, 100 Main Street, Athol 

Saturday, May 14, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.: Plant sale, at the Center. Come 
by to buy! Support the Millers River Environmental Center and the 
North Quabbin Garden Club. Proceeds help to fund honorariums 
for guest lecturers and purchase plants for the center’s landscap-
ing. Plants are grown and cultivated in members’ gardens.

Thursday, May 19, 7 p.m.: Confessions of a Garden Writer
Join us for an entertaining evening with award-winning author 
Carol Stocker who will tell us how she went from reporting on 
murders for the Detroit Free Press to writing about gardens for 
the Boston Globe. She will also guide us through some of the 
gardening tips and stories from her book The Boston Globe Illus-
trated New England Gardening Almanac, copies of which will be 
available for purchase.

Garden Notes    April 22, 2011
I am fixated by the weather.  Anyone gardening, seriously gar-
dening, could hardly be otherwise.  For those of you similarly af-
flicted, you are well aware that conditions this April have been 
remarkably uncooperative.  My mood changes with the weather:  
when it is foul, I am foul; when it brightens, I brighten.  Alas, for 
every sunny day, there are two or three cloudy days.  I am at least 
relieved of the obligation to move the seedlings from window to 
window to capture the sun.  What sun?

There have been moments and I’ve grabbed at those moments.  I 
have attended to the rhubarb (which has emerged) and the aspara-
gus (which has not).  The peas, spinach, and beets have been plant-
ed (another planting will occur before April’s close), and shallots 
set out.  The garden, if not in picture-perfect condition, is nonethe-
less in respectable order.  My ‘fencing’ has been restored to its 
upright position, though it provides no barrier to the varmints that 
have been passing through.

The alliums, bless ‘em, remind me that the garden in indeed a gar-
den, shrugging off the elements and going about their business.  
The garlic is ten inches tall.  Chives are cut and scallions pulled.  
About half the fall-planted spinach survived.  I’ve put my entire 
fleet of fish tanks into service, covering as many plants as possible.  
They responded dramatically, quickly dwarfing their uncovered 
neighbors.  Spinach, chives, scallions, some grated carrots from 
the root cellar, and indoor grown alfalfa sprouts.  Salad days have 
returned.  None of the parsley survived but that is no surprise.  The 
kale, eaten to nubbins by deer last December, has begun growing 
again and that is a surprise.

With most activities delayed, I have turned my attention elsewhere.  
Tree pruning serves as a diversion.  I work my way up:  reaching 
what I can from the ground before hauling out, in succession, the 
six-foot step ladder, the eight-foot step ladder, and the sixteen-foot 
step ladder, and, ultimately climbing the trees (though the size of 
the trees and the advancement of my age combine to make this 
final step a formidable task).  I have also been entertaining myself 
by flipping the compost.  The unruly piles of leaves and manure 
accumulated last fall have been turned and made a bit more ruly.  
Next year they will be turned again and shaped into windrows.  It 
will be one more year before the compost is garden ready.  Those 
piles composed of wood chips will take even longer.  Whoever 
suggested that patience is a virtue must have been considering 
compost piles.  Equipment is available to turn compost piles.  My 
equipment of choice is my body.  Use it or lose it.

May is typically the busiest of my garden months.  What with April 
chores backing up, it will prove more so this year.  Black flies, of 
course, are an occupational hazard but garden happenings will not 
wait until the black flies disappear.  Besides, they are replaced by 
the mosquitoes, hardly improved working conditions.  Most every-
thing can be planted or transplanted in May (unless May weather 
proves to be as uncooperative as April’s), exceptions being squash, 
peppers, basil, cucumbers, eggplant, and corn.  I used to include 
tomatoes and beans among the exceptions, but both have managed 
the last few years with a late May start.  Go for it.
     Larry Siegel

New Trail in Town - Quabbin to Monadnock 
Beth Gospodarek
Happily, Royalston enjoys a plethora of pathways on protected 
lands. Now, joining the Tully Trail and the Metacomet-Monadnock 
Trail, not to mention an extensive network of snowmobile trails 
and  back roads in Birch Hill and elsewhere,  comes the Quabbin 
to Monadnock Trail. 

Pat Bushee at the Royalston General Store had given me a map and 
I tried the first  portion running from Doane’s Falls toward South 
Royalston on April 24, a  morning symphonic with bird song and 
cheery with long overdue warmth.  I started at the spray-painted 
“Q” upstream from the falls and followed the yellow blazes  along 
Paine Swamp to the powerlines.  The swamp was pretty with heath, 
heather and hemlock.   The first trailing arbutus, the Massachusets 
state flower,  was fragrantly blooming.  There was large animal 
sign all around: beaver lodges midstream as well as  moose, deer 
and coyote tracks and scat along the path.  

The map I used was produced by the Mt Grace Land Trust, but ap-
parently, the trail is mainly the product  of one man, Robert Curley,  
described by Mt. Grace as “the man in motion,” who has gotten the 
permissions and built the trail.   While rugged, this trail seems as 
though it could be mountain-biked or x-country skiied. .  

If readers hike the rest of this trail or have another particularly 
favorite spot to recommend as a walk in town, write a few words 
and send them along to the RCN.  

Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
Full Breakfast

Royalston General Store
Mon - Wed 7am-7pm. Thur & Fri 7am - 8pm 

Sat 8am -8pm. Sun 9am - 6pm

978-249-9798
Subs • Pizza • Pasta• Beer • Wine

Liquor • Lottery • Groceries • Hardware
Eat In or Take Out
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Stephen Chase Contracting
Restoration and Preservation Services

Royalston 
978-249-4860

MA Construction Supervisor #044817
EPA Lead Safe Certified # NAT-58592-1

Pearson Rubbish
978-249-5125

127 Bliss Hill Road, Royalston
Full Service Disposal

Weekly Pick Up in Royalston

Prompt Courteous Service                           Call Russ

Performance Press
Owners- Sandy and Dick Creamer

87 Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475
 978-297-0433 Fax: 9778-297-1719

email: perf4man@verizon.net
color copies .50 wedding invitations

soup to nuts printing

The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the 
comfort of your home.

978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

BRUCE’S BROWSER, INC.
1497 Main Street, Athol MA

Bookstore•Cyber Cafe•Cards & Gifts
Come in and Browse!

978-249-3978 www.brucesbrowser.com

Open Mon-Sat 9-7PM Closed Sunday
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff:  Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel

Submission deadline for June issue is: May 22
Please Contact Us

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:
 E-mail:  chasegos@gis.net
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01386
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358
 In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. 
This Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston 
households as a public service provided by the Friends of the 
Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Perfor-
mance Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors 
and the entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
PO Box 133
Royalston MA 01368

Now is a good time to reserve free tickets 
to the library’s Literary Ball

June 18, 2011,  from 7:30 - 10 pm, celebrate the library’s 100th 
anniversary at its Literary Ball.  Royalston’s Melanie and the Blue 
Shots will musically transport  dancers through the decades,  Dress 
as a favorite author or fictional character to win fabulous cash priz-
es.  Cash bar. Reserve tickets by contacting the library at 978-249-
0358 or  royalstonlibrary@gmail.org.  Photo: Town Scrapbook, 
courtesy Arline Vining, Town 200th anniversary celebration 1965


